REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAM H. GoDSON, JR.
CIVIL ENGINEER CORP3, U. &, NAVAL RESERVE, RETIRED

William Howard Godson was born in Troy, New York, on September
1, 1897. He attended St. Laurcnce Academy and Troy High School,
both in Troy, New York, and was graduatod from Syracucge University,
syracuse, New York, with the degree ~f Bachelor of Scilence 1n Civil
Engineering in 1922, While in college, he enlizted 1in the U, 5.
Army on July 1, 1916, and served throughout World War T, partici-
pating in ceveral battles, including that of &%, Mihiel, France.

Ho was honorably discharged in the rank of Seryrunt on June 30,
1920.

on August 20, 1940, he was appointed Lisutcnant GCommander,
0ivil Engineer CorpE, U, S. Naval Reserve, ¢ was gubsequently
promoted to Comminder on Auguet 20, 1942, and to ¢apbain, hig date
of rank March 15, 1945, He gscrved in the teoporary rank of Commo -
dore from June 1045 until after the Japanecge nurrender in September
af that yoar, reverting to his permanent rank of Captailn in Decom-
Bber 1945, On October 1, 1956 he wag transferrcd to the Retired
List 1o the rank of Rear Admiral,

; During the period between the World Ware, Rear: Admiral Godson
sorved with the State Highway Department of Connecticut, and was
employed by the Callen Congtruction Company, the George H, Fuller
Building Construction Company, and the Puller-Turner-Spencelr Engi-~
neering Constructlon Company. From 1937 to 1940 he wae with the

?ublic Works Department of the State of Connectiecut,

- Ho was called to active duty, in the rank of Licubenant Com-
mander, in September 1940, and after brief duty in the Burcau of
Yards and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, D, C,, reported to
the Office of the Supervigor of Shipbullding, Nowport News Ship-
building and Dry Dock Company, Newport News, Virglnia. Tn May 1942
he beeame Officer in Charge of Comstruction of "Civil Works" of
that Company, and remainsd in that capacity until Soptember 1942,
He then served sucecgsively, until Augus®t 1943, as Officor in
Charge of Constructlon of G1v1l Worke" Contracic at the Erie Forgs
and Steel Company, BErie, Pennsylvania; the BElectric Boat Company,
Groton, Connsctlcut; and the Bethlehem Steel (omptny, Quiney,
Massachusetts. o

After two months' duty at the Naval Trainiag Center, Camp
Peary, Williamsbulg, Virginia, he reported 1n Cctober 19&5 ag Offi-
cer in Charge of Naval Construction Battalion 157, In November of
that year he was sransforred to the Naval Advance Base Depot, Re-
ceiving Barracks, Gulfport, Miseissippl, and in January 1044 became
officer in Charge of the Naval Construction Battalion Training
Center, Floet Marine Force, Camp Ledoune, New River, North Carolina.
e later had dubty as Public Worke Officer for the Marine Barracke

thers.

Temporary dutﬁ in the Sccond Naval Consgtruction Brigade, from
June to October 1944, preceded hile agglgnment to the Seventh Naval
Construction Brigade., On May 22, 1945, hoc was designated Officor in
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Charge of the Second Naval Congtruction Brigade. He was detached in
December, after the Japancsee Surrender in Sepbomibor 1945, He was
awarded the Leglon of Merlt, with citation whiuh follows in part:

: "For exceptionally meritorious conduch,..ut Exceutive 0fficer
of the SEVENTH Naval construction Brigade, or Oificer in Charge of
the SECOND Naval Construction Brigade and as Proeubive Officer to
the O0fficer in Charge of Congtruction and Sexiurv Brigade Commander,
SRCOND and SEVENTH Naval Congtruction Brigades during operations
ggainst enemy Japancee forces in the Leyte-Somar Arca of the Philip~
pine Islands, from March 12 to September 5, 1945,,." The ciltation
further states:

, "eaptain Godson was responsible for effocting policises, for

the agsignment and accomplishment of congtruction work by the Con-
struction Regiments and Battaliong, and for the coordination of
pereonncl, material and equipment, Under his able direction, the
Construction Battalions succceded 1n completing their work well
ahead of schedule. By hils initiative, judgment and effort to com-
plete a task of great magnitude in a minimom of time, (he) contri-
huted essentially to the Rrogress of the Pacific War during 2 period

of critical opcratione...

Returning to the Unlted States in December 1945, he reported to
the Burcau of Yards and Docks, Navy Department, and after brisf duty
there served from March until September 1946 at Headquarters, Fifth .
Naval District, Norfolk, Virginia. He then returned to the Bureau |
of Yards and Docke, and in November 1047 was designated Aseistant
fo the Chief of the Naval Group, American Mission for Aid to Turkey,
serving in the capaclty of a givil Engineer until May 1951, ;

) Tn June 1951 he was ordered to the Naval . Migslle Test Cen- -
ter, Point Mugu, California, and a year latel i wad detached for
duty on the Staff of Commander Naval Forees, In.oorn Atlantic and
Medlterranean, Under orders of February 4, 1557, he reported to the
Gffice of the Diructor, Joint Constructlon Agensy, Paris, France,

and on December 2U, 1953 was acgigned as a Mirsor of Joint U, S,
Military Group, Spain. He continued duty in Madrid, Spain until
February 1956, when he was ordered to return to the United States to
devve in the Atlantic Divigion, Bureau of Yarde and Docks, with
headquarters in New York, Now York, He remained there until relleved
of all active duty pending his retirement, offective October 1, 1956,

Tn additlon to the Legion of Merlt, Rear Admiral Godszon has the
Victory Medal (World War I); the American Defense Service Medal; the
American Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Medal; the
World War IT Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medal; and the
Philippine Libesration Ribbon.

0T-450, 16 November 1956






